Hydroxyprolinuria and hypercalcaemia during immobilization in patients with idiopathic myelofibrosis.
Two of three patients with bone pains and hydroxyprolinuria due to idiopathic myelofibrosis developed hypercalcaemia during periods of immobilization. This responded rapidly to cytotoxic therapy with busulphan. Hydroxyproline excretion in the urine was increased compared to ambulant patients with the same disease. These previously unreported findings suggest that immobilization can produce rapid, generalized bone resorption in patients with myelofibrosis.